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© On this year's bill is santoor player Kaviraj Singh. Photograph: Dilrani Kaur

Leeds 2023 is a year-long programme of cultural events. It includes this
music festival: a triple celebration in the Corn Exchange to mark the longest
day of summer, World Music Day and International Day of Yoga. The bill
features the Shah-e-Mardan qawwali ensemble (playing Sufi devotional
music); the American-Afghan musician Qais Essar, who plays the rabab; the
Scotland-based sarangi player Sardar Satwinder Pal Singh; the santoor player
Kaviraj Singh; and the singer Anamika Chowdhury.

21-22 June, pay what you can, saa-uk.org
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Burgos 2031 participa en la conferencia

internacional de Culture Next con la presencia Lo que no te puedes perder en
de 29 ciudades europeas Ingla_terra si te gusta viajar y la
Elefsina, Capital Europea de la Cultura 2023, acoge este fin de semana musica

esta reunién. Promueve presentara la convocatoria de proyectos Celebra la musica en LEEDS 2023, Afio de la Cultura, Yorkshire

culturales de la candidatura.

10 Of The Best Free Festivals In The UK | Festivals

Roundhay World Music & World Food Festival

News Oue Place
Marching on Together: Reboot of world A
famous Leeds United song set for release I NFO ECONOM I CO
Leeds United fans could soon stop singing Marching On Together Hnmebuyers feel the lure of LEEdS, Yorkshire’s

and instead begin Marching On (Together) after a real-life school

unofficial ‘city of culture’

of rock created a new anthem to celebrate Leeds 2023 City of
Culture. ..
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A collaboration of the human spirit

Singer Corinne Bailey Rae and award-winning

choreo

pher Sharon Watson have collaborated on a

project for Leeds 2023. Duncan Seaman reports.

EEDS 2023 has very much
been a year for collabora-
tions between artists and
comzmunities acrass the city.
It’s a spirit that’s embodied
in Seeds, Dreams and Con-
stellations, a new work from
singer-sangwriter Corinne Batley Rae and
Sharon Watson, principal of the Northern
Schoal of Contemporary Dance.

Featuning a cast of 32 dancers drawn
from three -based companies, Wat-
son Dance Project, Verve and Mobius
Dance, chorsographed by Watson, with live
music for choir and musicians composed
by Balley Rae, it’s a contemporary dance
peece that explores the “Infinite potential of
the human spint”.

Spc.lh"xr?, to The Yorkshire Post via video
shortly before preview night, Watson, the
widely renowned former artistic direc-
tor of Phoenix Dance Theatre, reports that
rehenrsals have been going well “consider-
ing the timescalke is challenging, and there's
a Jot of badies and ideas - it's just
putting all of that together - but
you woukin't do it unless it was
driving you and taxing you in a
creative wary, so it's exciting”.

“For me it’s been interesting
to see how 2 work of this scale
goes together,” says Badley Rae.
“Sharon is unigue in how she
arranges these dancers, it scems
to be in your bead but also you're
moulding, you're seeing themn move
and then you're realigning them into your
dream to what theyre doing, it scems to
me. That’s fascinating to see and that's re-
ally inspired me with how | work with the
chotr. I've written Jots of original pieces and
the chair are a mibxture of people who are
from the Leeds Conservatoire and also peo-

who are emerging young artists from
<. Some of them have come througha
connection with Christelia Litras™

The Grammy Award-winning singer. 44,
says she even found herself trying to adopt
Watson's mindset while giving painters
to the choir. “The other day [ had an idea
of how to spread out this one particular
phrase but when | heard it it wasn't quite
night so | sort of Sharon-ed it,” she says. “1
was going “That doesn't sound quite right
to my ears, how can you do #t?' You forget
sometimes that people are willing to try dif

ferent things" “One really spectal thing,”
she adds, “has been how the sngers have
been incorporated with the movement.”

“That's been amazing,” agrees Watson. “1
think the generosity in the rooen has been
empowering.. When we offered to the choir
the opportunity to be physically engaged
with dancers that are training 1o do this as
their joh. [ was blown away by their commit-
ment to it and actually just blown away by
what they did.

“They took the opportunity and are mov-
ing in the space physically, which 1 thenk isa
credit to them and their. willingness to ke
on board what it ts that we're asking them to
do, 1o be part of a vision which is bigger than
jast one individual | call it the homogenoas
unison, the way of thinking that will allow
us to make this feed like it really is coming
together as a canstellation.”

Although the pair first began talking
about collaborating during a Phoenix
Dance Theatre tour back in 2042, it was not
until 2021 when they first began workshop-
peng ideas with Bailey Rae's regu-
lar musical collaborators Steve
Brown and Mikey Wilson and
a group of dancers in various
venues around Leeds.

Balley Rae says: “To me the
most exciting thing was the
potential to respond to coe an-
other. Of course, we could make
a piece or we could see them
dancing and that would inform

what we wrote, but the idea that in the
moment | could be seeing a dancer twirl
across the stage or make a particular move-
ment with their arm or even thetr face and
wr'd be able to have the music react to that
that the music could go from being ethe-
real to suddenly very playful or unsettled or
aggressve, all of these different emoticas
are playing out in front of us.

“So that was really useful to have that
time and then weave that into the plece... it
was just accepting that's what improvising
is ke, it's ephemeral, it happens in the mo-
ment and then it's gone.”

Watson cites compaser Johin Cage and
choreographer Merce Cunningham's expert-
ments with improvisation. “You had a small
number of rules at work so we didn't lose
our focus...but the dlement of freedam is ab-
solutely with the context of the concept. and
that for us is exciting because it will never

ON A JOURNEY: Seeds, Dreams and G 1k

b N
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be the same on any coe night,” she says. The
piece questions our place in the cosmas
and to what extent we can influence the
future or reimagine the past. Watson says:
“For me, the plece has got two parallel jour-
DCYS going on.

“When Corinne and lgx together we
had a real strong sense that our history, our
E{:\m in the city, our careers, our journeys

ve been influential in how we are think-
ing in that moment in time.

“There was a bit of research that we dd
on the journey, our cultural journey and

sa porary dance piece by Corinne Bailey Rae and Sharon Watson, inset.

the journey of our race, that was mform-
ing some of the thinking, And then Connne
provided us with this title, Seeds, Dreams
and Constelations, it just opened up the fu-
ture and | found that so liberating i a way
that actually that's what | want people to
feed from the fact that our lineage in terms
of history has given us ooe narrative, and
now we're butlding another, and within
that new narrative there is a sense everyone
has started from a particalar place.

“I think the fact that everyooe has that
in thedr power to do something with the

ability to butkd your own constellations, to
build your own dreams, and to really think
what that feels like, who do you have in
your space and what do you leave behind.
There's a Jot of that far me within the jour-
ney that 've taken and I'm inspared by some
of the conversations. It’s a beautiful experi-
ence to have lived through.”

Comment: Page 12

Seeds. Dreams and Constellations runs at Ri-
ley Theatre, Leeds from Thursday, May 25to
Saturday, May 27.

Leeds musicians hit a high note

Corinne Bailey Rae

Leeds native Corinne Bailey Rae took the
world by storm with the release of Put Your
Records On in 2006 and her blend of soul and
jazz have been a big draw since. She remains
a big fan of all things Leeds and performed
during the opening of Leeds 2023.

Key track: Put Your Records On.
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In a reinvigorated Leeds, a summer

T FINANCIAL
TIMES

of celebrations is just beginning

When its bid to be European Capital of Culture was thwarted by Brexit, the city decided to

anoint itself and start partying anyway

In an article entitled “Leeds: City of Contrasts”, for the October 1933 edition of
The Architectural Review, John Betjeman wrote: “Leeds does not attract
tourists. There is not even a guide-book to the city.” Leeds, after all, was a place

with “little use for aesthetics”, where “rain always seems to be falling”.

Seventy vears on, Leeds has found a use for aesthetics: for a bout of self-
celebration. The city has been itching to have a party for a while. Britain was
due to have a European Capital of Culture in 2023 and Leeds had its eye on the
prize, but Brexit (which Leeds voted against) scuppered that. Leeds also made
the shortlist for hosting the Eurovision Song Contest, only to be pipped by
Liverpool.

So the city anointed itself, hence Leeds 2023, “a bold and imaginative Year of
Culture packed with creativity. In partnership with world class creatives,
homegrown talent, local communities and international arts organisations,
together we're creating a celebration that's about Leeds, for Leeds, by Leeds.”

So much for a lack of aesthetics, and we'll be coming to "does not attract
tourists” in a minute, What about the constant rain? Perhaps Leeds is
implicitly acknowledging that with a street art strand of Leeds 2023 called “A
city less grev™.

When I visited Leeds from my home city of York in the 1970s, it could have
done with being less grev. The “city of a thousand trades”, but principally wool,
was losing out to foreign competition. It seemed characteristic that Leeds
specialised in “heavy wool”. I was once told that the dark river Aire in Leeds
powered water wheels not by being a fast, sprightly thing, but by "sheer weight
of water”. And vou went to Leeds for "heavy™ reasons: to buy a suit for a job

interview or (more likely) a funeral; to take out insurance or consult a lawyer,

50 km & Leeds perpetuated many of the aesthetic
Loeds O I } Sf)lecisms o‘f the ltime. It hi.ld sold the air
.- . .| rights over its railway station. It was full of
0 OGaal North Sas multistorey car parks and actually boasted
UK of being “the motorway city”. Sumptuous
3 Norwich Victorian buildings were knocked down in
“Birmingham the centre, especially in Park Row.
Kirkgate Market (“the largest indoor
Ca'g - me. market in the world") survived, but rain

OMapC

worko losMurg  always did seem to be sliding over its glass
roof, and it resembled a museum of
Yorkshireness even in the 1970s, seemingly full of glum, toothless pensioners
dunking slices of Battenberg cake in stewed tea or eating Yorkshire pudding

and gravvasa main course.

It was always a relief to get back to pretty, pedestrianised, tourist-endorsed
York, which, in the most recent reliable (pre-Covid) rankings by Visit Britain of
the top-20 most popular cities among foreign visitors for overnight stays,
stands at number 14.

But Leeds stands at number 13, whereas in 1999, it was not in the top 20. York
does better in the latest figures for domestic visitors, coming in at number
seven; but Leeds is at number six. These latter figures do include business
trips, and Leeds is a commercial and industrial centre in a way that York is not.
Still, things have certainly changed since the days when, as a spokesperson for
Visit Leeds told me, “you came here for a look around the shops, then went
home for your tea”.
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LIK property | Leeds is prized by

|
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and strong identity. By Liz Rowlinson

ate last year, Elliot Rice and his

wife Carla bought a four-bed-

room former council house in

the Leeds suburb of Mean-

wood for £29,000 over the
asking price of £495,000.

“Houses don't come on the market

* very often so when on my daily dog walk

1saw a ‘for sale’ sign suddenly appear on
our dream home we put a letter through
the door with an offer,” says Elliot, who
works in medical software. “We dis-
cussed moving away but we love Leeds
and have built alife here.”

As an alumnus of Leeds University,
Rice is among the high number of grad-
uates of the city’s four universities who
stay (it has a graduate retention rate of
39 per cent, fifth highest in the UK) or
move back after working elsewhere.

Sometimes overshndowed by its
northern England hb h
ter and Liverpool, Leedsis nevmheless
an important hub: by employee num-
bers, it’s the third-biggest city in the UK
for legal services; and it has the third-
highest number of start-ups. The health
sector is a big employer too, with Leeds
being home to NHS Digital and four out
of five national NHS offices. It's prized
for its easy access to the Yorkshire Dales
and Peak District. And those working
locally, like the Rices, are less affected
by the government’s decision to scrap
the eastern leg of the HS2, the high-
speed rail link that will connect London
with the West Midlands and Manchester
but now not with Sheffield and Leeds.

The suburbs — especially those north-
west of the city — are popular with

homebuyers for its arts, industry

upsizing professional buyers. They
will often rent first in the centre, where
build-to-rent schemes and purpose-
built student accommodation are
prevalent. Only 7 per cent of the proper-
ties sold in Leeds so far this year cost
more than £500,000, according to
Hamptons using Office for National
Statistics data, yet houses in the most
popular suburbs can still be the subject
of bidding wars.

Prime suburbs include Headingley,
Horsforth, Rawdon (especially its Cragg
Wood conservation area), where
detached houses have sold recently for
more than £1mn, according to Simon
‘Wright of Carter Jonas.

“The new [10-minute] train link from
Apperley Bridge station into central

Leeds, and the regeneration of Kirkstall ~

Forge [an urban district on a former
industrial site] have increased the
appeal of thisarea,” he says.

In other popular pockets, properties
are selling for over the asking price.
These include Bramhope, Far Heading-
ley, Meanwood and Chapel Allerton.
The latter two are in LS7, the Leeds post-
code with the highest proportion of
homes on the market sold subject to
contract or under offer, at 61 per cent,
accordingto data company PropCast.

(Above) Luxury Sales have slowed Septem-
waterfront ber’s “mini” Budget, Win-
properties at terhalder of agent Dacre Son & Hartley.
LeedsDock.a Butwhﬂemoruddngpﬁmmbelng
two duced, some homes are still are going
converted to best and final offers. “We just sold a
gateh bed house in d for
Scarcroft, M—O0.000 that was on sale at £365,000,
£360,000,

throughNorth  “[¢’s an exciting place to live.

e oume o T'he countryside is within

10 minutes. There's a great
underbelly of creativity’

and in Far Headingley a three-bedroom
1930s semi at £350,000 was agreed at
£370,000," she says.

Proximity to Leeds Beckett Univer-
sity, Meanwood Park and schools helps
a:plaln I-\r Headingiey’n demand, whlle
neigh

d and We

arenearseveﬂlparh.

Such was their desire to stay near the
park and primary school that Amanda,
who did not wish to give her last name,
and her partner, both academics at
Leeds University, paid £30,000 over the
asking price for a four-bedroom 1930s
semi-detached house in Weetwood in
March. The couple, with two young chil-
dren, upsized from a three-bed
home in Meanwood. Their search had
taken a year, she says. “There were 20
viewings and eight offers on it. Luckily
our own home also sold within a week.”

Further north, proximity to Leeds
Grammar School, several golf courses,
such as Moor Allerton, and the motor-
way network keeps Alwoodley sought
after, along with Scarcroft, East Kes-
wick, Wick and Collingham along the
A58 corridor towards Wetherby. Family
houses can sell for £1mn-£2mn, says
James Wort of agent Strutt & Parker,
adding: “Scarcroft’s Ling Lane, 15
minutes out of Leeds, is popular for

i /AT A GLANCE

The fastest train journey from Leeds to
Londonh]\m‘undulhm

ThowhousamLeodslncumd
vaumnnmlnzonmdm

usinglt
mnsrwhp«:m.mdmgvoJLL
What youcanbuy ..
£360,000 A two-bedroom converted

£620,000 A four-bedroom house in Far
Headingley (Dacre, Son & Hartley).

off-market sales.” He says less than 30
per cent of buyers are from outside the
area, and few are international.

With its shopping, music and arts
scenes — Leeds is home to Opera North,
Northern Ballet and Channel 4 televi-
sion's regional centre — the city centre is
still a big draw for some, Lawyers Will
Swarbrick and partner Maya liked the
Scandinavian design and energy effi-
ciency of the new homes in the Climate
Innovation District (CID). At the end of
last year, the couple bought a four-
bedroom house in the new mixed-use
quarter of 955 timber-frame homes by
the low-carbon developer Citu near
Leeds Dock. Prices start at £480,000.

“We were living in Wakefield but
working in Leeds, so losing the commute
by moving into the city was a logical
step,” says Swarbrick, 28. 'ltwillbegreat
towalktowork.”

Brexit thwarted Leeds’ bid to be Euro-
pean Capital of Culture in 2023 so the
city opted to call itself an “unofficial”
city of culture instead. Says Kully Thi-
arai, chief executive and artistic director
of the “Leeds 2023" programme: “We
are not a city that shouts as loudly per-
haps as some of our neighbours . . . As
Yorkshire people we just get on and do
things without too much fanfare.”

Theatre director Alan Lyddiard, who
divides his time between Jerez in south-
ern Spain and Leeds’ South Bank, loves
both the Leeds Playhouse — where he’s
an associate artist — and the council’s
neighbourhood initiatives to support
older residents. He owns a one-bed-
room flat in Holbeck's Urban Village, a
mixed-use creative quarter on the site of
a former flax mill in the south-west of
the city. “It’s an exciting place to live.
The shopping, restaurants, the country-
side within 10 minutes,” he says, adding:
“There’s a great underbelly of arts and
creativity in Leeds.”
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Why 2023'is the year to visit Leeds,
Yorkshire's culture capital "

Buoyed by a year-long festival of culture in 2023, Yorkshire’s economic powerhouse has become a hive of
creativity with shops, food and events that give a nod to the city's industrial past while lookingto the

future.
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